Low incidence of familial occurrence of thrombocythaemia and/or thrombocytosis.
Several reports have been published about familial polycythaemia vera (PV) but no information is available about the incidence of thrombocytosis in the same family. In our population of thrombocytosic patients, both with primary thrombocytosis (133 cases) and secondary (37 cases), we found only two family related subjects. One of them had PV and the other essential thrombocytosis (ET). Our results seem to indicate that familial thrombocytosis is a rare phenomenon, much less frequent then familial thrombocytopenia.